Mr. Lee testified about a battery explosion incident
involving Mr. Cox which occurred sometime in 1984 or 1985,
and another similar incident involving another miner, but
could not recall all of the details. However, he believed
that the incident involving Mr. Cox was cause by lack of
adequate battery ventilation, and Mr. Cox's failure to turn
off the battery charger power when he plugged in the battery.
This caused an arc which set off the explosion (Tr. 37-38).

Mr. Lee_confirmed that he has shut off his personal dust
sampling device in order to obtain a "good sample," and that
this was a' common practice for him.  However, he was not
aware of any MSHA violations ever being issued because the
respondent exceeded the applicable MSHA dust standards (Tr.
31-33).

Mr. Lee stated that he was aware that Mr. Cox was keep-
ing a personal notebook, but never saw any of the entries
until he was given an opportunity to review the book during
MSHA's investigation of Mr. Cox's complaint.  He had no
independent personal knowledge of any of the incidents
recorded by Mr. Cox in the book (Tr. 48-54).  Mr. Lee stated
that he never complained to any MSHA inspectors about the
practices in question, and that he has never been threatened
by mine management (Tr. 27).

On cross-examination, Mr. Lee asserted that bad roof
conditions can exist anywhere in the mine, and that he does
what he can to protect himself and his fellow miners.  He
confirmed that the respondent uses roof bolts longer than
those required by the roof-control plan, and also installs
support straps and plates in some places (Tr. 58-59).  On one
occasion, management decided to leave longer coal pillars
rather than taking all of the available coalr and this helped-
to support the roof.  Although falls have occurred around
belts and in some face areas, no men or equipment were
involved.  Although it is not done on a regular basis,
Mr. Blankenship has discussed the roof plan with miners (Tr.
60-62). Mr. Lee confirmed that he never heard Mr. Cox com-
plain to management about roof or dust conditions, and that
the miners simply discussed it among themselves (Tr. 65).

Mr. Lee stated that the respondent rock dusts on a
regular basis, and that the water sprays on his machine are
operable.  When they are not, the respondent takes the appro-
priate action to repair them and makes an effort "to go along
with me on water to keep ;.the dust down" (Tr. 65-66).
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